
No. of 
Replacements

No. of 
Interchanges

Teams fielding fewer than the 
permitted number of 
replacements will still be allowed 
the number of interchanges 
stipulated for the number of 
replacements permitted in the 
game played.

up to 3 8 
4 9 
5 10 
7 or 8 12 

For Guidance Only - FR Logic Tree - IRB Law & RFU Regulation take Precedence 
For use when one front row replacement is required 
in the squad e.g. at Level 5 and below. 

Need to replace Front Row player ? 

Front Row replacement 
available ? 

YES - first time NO - 2nd or further time 
First time of asking ? 

Front Row 
replacement 
available ? 

NO 

Player is not replaced and the game 
continues with uncontested scrums (14). 

YES                 YES 

Replace & Continue 

NO 

Is it as the result of 

a red  card ? 

NO 

YES Player is not replaced and 
the game continues with 
uncontested scrums (14). 

Player is not replaced and the 
The non offending team will be awarded the game 
and will be deemed to have scored 4 tries. 
The offending team may (at the discretion of the 
Organising Committee) be subject to further 
penalty, that may include the deduction of 
Championship points. 

Rolling Replacements 
Each player swap is counted as an interchange. Where rolling replacements are used 
there is no blood bin. Once the maximum number of interchanges has been reached, no 
further substitutions will be allowed. A “recovered player” is one who originally left the field 
for the treatment of a minor injury or for further assessment of an injury. For the 

Is it as the result of 
a yellow card ? 

NO 

Is it as the result of 
an injury ? 

YES 

YES 

game continues with 
uncontested scrums for the 
duration of the yellow card 
(10 minutes) (14). 

Player is not replaced and 
the game continues with 
uncontested scrums (14). 

avoidance of doubt, a nominated front row player who is not capable of assuming a front row 
position, is not considered to be a “recovered player” and is not permitted to return to the 
field of play. 

NO Front Row player recovers 
from injury and is able to 

return to the game and an 
interchange is available ? 

YES 

Numbers in brackets denote the maximum number players of that team that remain on the 
field of play - e.g. (14) or (15) Game continues with 

uncontested scrums (14). 
Game resumes with 
contested scrums (15). 

Any questions? 
E mail - Laws@RFU.com August  2014 

In any of the above circumstances the score at the end of the game stands. 
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